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and trapping and lumbering are the main occupations. The
valley is, however, of considerable importance as a highway
between Irkutsk, on the Trans-Siberian Railway, and Yakutsk.
Kachug, 150 miles north of Irkutsk, is the first trading
station between the two towns, and is an important point
for the concentration of cattle which are bought and sold
here. Owing to the shallowness of the channel in the autumn
large rafts are used to convey goods down the river. They
are of a triangular shape, and about 70 feet long. Up to
30 tons of cargo are carried on one of these rafts, which are
steered by a large oar worked from the stern. Rafts and
barges crowded with cattle and shaggy yak are a common
sight during the summer. In winter the river steamers, large
double-decked vessels, remain at the river port of Zhigalovo,
a little way below Kachug. There is a ship-building and
repairing yard at this town.
Below Zhigalovo there is a wood-working plant and another
ship-repairing yard at Kirensk, a relatively large settlement,
with red brfck buildings in addition to the usual wooden
constructions. Yakut traders still come to the town to sell
maral horns, which are exported to China. Near the town
there is a large state farm.
Another settlement of some importance is Verkholensk, the
administrative centre for the upper Lena. Finally, where the
river valley broadens out and joins the Vitim there is the
town of Vitimsk.
The Vitim-Olekhma-Aldan Plateaux. The plateaux and
valleys of this region, together with the Lena valley to the
north of the plateaux, constitute the most important gold-
producing region of the U.S.S.R. The settlements are all
mining villages, or fur-trading posts and centres for the gold
industry, which employs 15,000 people.
Svetloye is an important gold-mining settlement of the
Vitim-Olekhma Plateau. Bodaibo is the administrative centre
for the district. It is a small town composed of brick and
larchwood houses and a 'waterfront' along the Vitim river
with busy landing-stages, cranes, offices, and warehouses.
The population, which has greatly increased with the expan-